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said once,1 the giving up of meat-eating in India at the instance
of some great man was a change of such far-reaching importance
that we do not find anyone to have thought or written about milk.
This, however, is due to our ignorance. We have not read every-
thing and seen everyone. The best test is this : "Does the thing
appeal to reason, leaving aside the question whether or not it was
considered in the past?" Moreover, nobody has said or believed
that it is a sin to do without milk, Swami RamatirthV teaching
appeared to me very gross in many places. Some of it also seemed
morally unsound. His ideas about travel are much too rough and
ready. Malbari3 has better ideas. There is no need whatever
for a religious leader from India to go preaching to America,
Karmayogtf imposes limits on us and to cross them would be
moha5 and mamata6 on one's part.
I have never believed that Japan and America are advancing.
The man who gave up his life to no purpose did nothing worthy.
That was self-will on his part and, therefore, a sinful act.
If the husband and wife belong to different religions, there
can be no sense of oneness.
Printing presses and newspapers are also evils. Knowing this,
we should not venture upon new ones. What I have written in
Hind Swaraj7 on this still holds good.
Manilal has written about the episode involving him , . .,
so I will say nothing here. It has many lessons to teach.
Blessings from
mohandas
From the Gujarati original in Gandhiji's Sand: C. W. 5647
Courtesy: Narandas Gandhi
1	Vide Vol. XI, "Letter to Jamnadas Gandhi", p. 512.
2	(1873-1906); Hindu religious thinker, philosopher and poet
3	Behramji Mervanji Malbari (1854-1912); poet, journalist and social re-
former
4	The concept of doing one's duty disinterestedly and in a spirit of wor-
ship, no one type of service being intrinsically superior to another
5	Self-delusion
$ Sense of "I" and "mine"
? Vide Vol. X, pp. 6-68,

